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SUB J : CAMBODIANS SHOOT DOWN THAI MILITARY PLANE 

SUMMARY: CAMBODIANS SHOT DOWN A ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE OV-10 
BRONCO, DURING A RETALIATORY STRAFFING MISSION ON THE CAMBODIAN 
BORDER SOUTH OF ARANYAPRATHET, THAILAND ON DEC. 21. SUPREME 
COMMAND J-2 STATES THE INCIDENT RESULTED FROM A "LUCKY SHOT" AND 
IS NOT CONSIDERED A SIGN OF ESCALATION BY CAMBODIANS. THAI 
RETALIATION IS DESIGNED TO SHOW THAI MILITARY MUSCLE BUT THAIS 
STILL HOPE FOR DIPLOMATIC RESOLUTION OF BORDER DIFFICULTIES. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . SUPREME COMMAND 1-2 OFFICIAL PROVIDED EMBASSY FOLLOWING 
BRIEFING ON DEC. 21 BORDER INCIDENT WHICH RESULTED IN THE LOSS 
OF ONE RTAF OV-10 AIRCRAFT: CAMBODIANS BEGAN LAUNCHING M-79 
MORTAR SHELLS DEC. 21 AT 1330 INTO THE BAAN KOK SABANG, 
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KLONG NAM SAI AREA ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF ARANYAPRATHET, 
THE SAME AREA WHERE FIFTEEN THAI VILLAGERS WERE KILLED LAST WEEK 
AND WHERE, 

SUBSEQUENTLY. THERE HAS BEEN ALMOST DAILY EXCHANGE 
OF FIRE, INITIATED USUALLY BY THE CAMBODIANS. THAI ARMY AND 
AIRFORCE REPLIED IN KIND, INCLUDING STRAFFING OF TARGETS ALONG 
THE BORDER, SEEKING POINTS OF ORIGIN OF CAMBODIAN FIRE. A ROYAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THAI AIR FORCE OV-10 BRONCO WAS HIT BY SHELL FROM US 50 CALIBRE 
OR COMMUNIST EQUIVALENT GUN, THE CUSTOMARY WEAPON EMPLOYED IN 
THE AREA BY THE CAMBODIANS. TWO THAI PILOTS EJECTED AND WERE 
RECOVERED ALONG THE BORDER; ONE WAS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED. THE PLANE 
FELL APPROXIMATELY THREE KILOMETERS INSIDE CAMBODIAN TERRITORY, 
THE FIRST THAI PLANE TO BE SHOT DOWN BY THE CAMBODIANS. 

2. J-2 OFFICIAL NOTED THAT FROM THE THAI STANDPOINT, "UNLESS THAI 
FORCES DO SOMETHING VISIBLE TO SHOW THEY EXIST IT WOULD BE VERY 
BAD FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE THAI PEOPLE. THAI MILITARY MUST 
SHOW SOME MUSCLE TO RETAIN THE CONFIDENCE AND LOYALTY OF THE 
PEOPLE." OFFICIAL ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT REACTION WOULD CONTINUE TO 
BE DEFENSIVE AND TAILORED TO CAMBODIAN ACTIVITIES, WHILE RTG 
TRIES TO RESOLVE BORDER DIFFICULTIES THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

3. ALTHOUGH PRESS COVERAGE TERMED THE DEVELOPMENT A SIGNIFICANT 
ESCALATION, J-2 OFFICIAL CALLED THE INCIDENT A "LUCKY SHOT" WITH 
BOTH SIDES EMPLOYING WEAPONRY AT LEVELS USUAL IN RECENT DAYS 
AND WEEKS. 

4. PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT RTG HAD MADE "REPRESENTATION" IN 
VIENTIANE TO CAMBODIANS ASSERTING THAT RECENT BORDER INCIDENTS 
COULD SPOIL THE FRAGILE RELATIONS BETWEEN THAILAND AND CAMBODIA 
BUT STATING THAT THAILAND IS STILL WILLING AND READY TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA. OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER KRIANGSAK LET 

IT BE KNOWN THAT THE PM DEPARTS DEC 22 FOR A VISIT TO THE BORDER 
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AREAS WITH CAMBIDIA INCLUDING POSSIBLY THE ARANYAPRATHET SECTION. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE THE J-2 CHARACTERIZATION OF THE DOWNED 
AIRCRAFT AS A LUCKY SHOT, THE INCIDENT PROBABLY WILL ADD TO 
PUBLIC EXASPERATION OVER CAMBODIAN ATTACKS AND INCREASE PRESSURE 
WITHIN THE RTG TO REACT WITH GREATER FORCE. NEVERTHELESS, THE 

RTG APPEARS DETERMINED TO TRY TO PREVENT ANY MILITARY ESCALATION 
ON THE BORDER AND TO CONTINUE ITS DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO RESOLVE 
BORDER DIFFICULTIES AND IMPROVE ITS OVERALL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
PHNOM PENH. 

O'DONOHUE 
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